MAIN OBJECTIVES

Our main objective is to analyse how FD changes caused by different kinds of land uses may affect ecosystem processes. In order to do that, we will test FD as a predictor of nutrient cicling through its effects on decomposition in different land uses situations. Functional traits will be collected in pasture areas and secondary growth forests (old pastures), since this has been already done in pristine forest. Theese are the main land use kinds in Amazonia Central. FD importance over decomposition will be tested experimentally through its effects in microclimatic conditions and in leaflitter quality.

WORK PLAN 

We expect this project will cost us 24 months. One can find activities schedule in table  1 and the budget for that period in table 2. Functional traits from pristine forests are still being processing and analysing. We now are going to choose pasture and secondary growth forests areas. After that, it will be determined the species that represent 70% of biomass in each kind of ecosystem and then functional trais of theese species will be collected. We will place litter fall collectors in all the three kinds of areas; this material will be used in the decomposition experiment. Leaf litter will be collected in the beginning of 2010. We will have to come back regularly after that since we need to recollect leaf litter bags. We will also analyse leaf litter chemichal properties in town.

Tabela 1. Activities schedule.

	
	2009
	2010
	2011

	
	JAS
	OND
	JFM
	AMJ
	JAS
	OND
	JFM
	AMJ

	Knowing the area
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Choosing the plots
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Species list
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Functional traits 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Placing leaf litter collectors
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaf litter collecting
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Doing litter bags
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Placing litter bags
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Litter bags recovery
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Decomposition rate 
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Leaf traits analysis
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaf N and P analysis
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Leaf litter chemichal analysis
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	Data analysis
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Articles writing
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X
	X
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Amount Description

Salaries for students / scholarships Total: 4897,96

5Leda (post-doc scholarship) 1200 6000 3061,22

4Vailson (undergraduated) 360 1440 734,69

6Lab assistant (undergraduated) 360 2160 1102,04

Travel / workshops Total: 1071,43

2Leda locomotion (Manaus-São Paulo) 700 1400 714,29

1Alexandre (Manaus- São Paulo) 700 700 357,14

1Marcel (back to São Paulo) 400 400 204,08

7Taxi (airport – Manaus) 30 210 107,14

Equipment Total: 153,06

1Scanner 300 300 153,06

0 0

0 0

0 0

Research expenses / materials & supplies Total: 8691,84

675litter bags 6 4050 2066,33

30nylon net (m) 3 90 45,92

230P and N analysis 16 3680 1877,55

120Field assistant 30 3600 1836,73

24Field expenses (trips, food etc) 234 5616 2865,31

Overhead (indirect project costs) Total: 102,04

5Mailing 40 200 102,04

5,00%Administration costs 70- 35,71

Total expenses: 14916,33

Unitary value 

(reais)

Amount in local 

currency (specify)

Amount in 

US$
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