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1. Project identification

1.1. Project Title: Functional biodiversity effects on ecosystem processes, ecosystem services and sustainability in the Americas: an interdisciplinary approach (DiverSus)
1.2. Project Number: 2015

1.3. Principal Investigator: Sandra M. Díaz

1.4. Key Words: biodiversity, ecosystem services, stakeholders, land use change, climatic gradient, plant functional traits
1.5. Reporting period: 1 July 2009 – 30 June 2010
2. Project Funding
Complementary funds received during the reporting period include:

2.1. UAF

2.2. CATIE

2.3. IBIF
2.4. FCA

2.5. IMBIV

3. Research activities and findings
3.1. Objectives

During the reporting period, we progressed towards the completion of the following specific objectives:
Brazilian team objectives for year 4 included:

a) Finishing processing of samples and analysing functional diversity from pristine forest plots

b) Measuring functional traits in pastures and secondary forest treatments

c) Launching the decomposition experiment with litter fall collectors (beginning of 2010)
3.2. Research activities
In Alaska (USA)
In Argentina,
In Bolivia
In Brazil, 
We finished field work, collecting data on Pristine Forests, Pastures and Secondary Growth Forests. We finish functional traits measurements in Pristine Forests (140 species). We compiled floristic composition data for the Secondary Growth Forests and quantified functional traits there (16 species). We determined floristic composition, quantified biomass contribution and functional traits on Pastures (6 species). 
We are now processing LA data and waiting N and P determinations (leaves are being analyzed in Soils and Plant Laboratory in INPA, Manaus)

We organized data base and started the analysis.
We collected dominant species litter in Pristine Forest, Pasture and Secondary Growth Forest to be buried in the common decomposition bed for the Decomposition Experiment Network (experiment 2). We asked for legal requirements to export this material and to import the standard substrates as well. We are now waiting authorizations; its reception is expected until end of May.
In Costa Rica, 
3.3. Research findings and impact of findings

An overview of the findings related to the activities described in the previous section is presented below.

In Alaska (USA), 
In Argentina, 
In Bolivia, 
In Costa Rica, 
4. Contributions of Co-PIs

4.1. UAF
4.2. CATIE

4.3. CINPE

4.4. IMBIV

4.5. FCA

4.6. USP
A. A. de Oliveira gave support to all of the above cited activities. He accompanies the project activities from São Paulo. We have contact through phone and mail and he gave assistance to methodological and conceptual problems when they appear.

4.7. IBIF

4.8. STANFORD

5. Publications

5.1. Articles (only those published or in press are mentioned)
Articles with active participation of CRN 2015 members and directly relevant to it, but with no explicit acknowledgement to IAI due to large number of authors and therefore space constraints:
5.2. Book chapters or any other non-periodical, one-time publications

5.3. Presentations made at meetings and conferences

6 Data
Data attached in .xcl document
7. Capacity building

During the reporting period, 1 undergraduate, 1 postgraduate students and 1 junior scientists were trained in our network (see Table 1 below and appendix 1 for details):
	Undergraduate students
	1

	Masters students
	1

	Doctoral students
	0

	Post-doctoral fellows
	1


Table 1: Capacity building

Students and post-doctoral students trained

Current students and post-doctoral fellows being trained within the CRN 2015 are listed below in alphabetical order:
Leda Lorenzo

Marcel Vaz

Vailson Souza

Postgraduate courses 

8. Regional Collaborations and Networking
We are working in Biological Dynamics of Forest Fragments Project (BDFFP) field stations. It is a Long Term Research Project sustained by cooperation between the National Institute of Amazonian Research (INPA) and the Smithsonian Institute.
We are collaborating with 3 BDFFP sub-projects: Permanent Plots (Center for Tropical Forest Science: CFTS network – A. de Oliveira, A. Vicentini and K. Harms), Tree Demography (A. Andrade, H. Nascimento, S. Laurence and W. Laurence) and Projeto Pioneiras (regional collaboration with R. Mesquita and T. Bentos).
9. Media coverage and prizes
10. Policy relevance
Argentina
Costa Rica

Bolivia

Brasil
11. Main conclusions

12. Work plan for Next Year with Associated Costs

Below is a description of our objectives for year 5 of the project. Associated costs are briefly described, with a detailed budget forecast presented in appendix 2 and in the financial report.
12.1. UAF

12.2. CATIE

12.3. CINPE

12.4. IMBIV

12.5. FCA

12.6. USP
Vegetation FD data analysis and publication.

Join the Decomposition Experiments network.

12.7. IBIF

12.8. STANFORD

Appendix 1: Students trained and scholarships PLEASE UPDATE
	Name of Student
	Nationality
	Institution
	Grade
	Area of 
	IAI Scholarship
	Scholarship
	Annual

	
	
	
	
	expertise
	(Yes/No)
	duration
	amount

	Leda Lorenzo
	Spanish
	USP
	Doctor
	Ecology
	Yes
	8 months
	U$5234

	Marcel Vaz
	Brazilian
	USP
	Graduate
	Biology
	No
	-
	U$0

	Vailson Souza
	Brazilian
	INPA
	Undergraduate
	Biology
	Yes
	7 months
	U$1374
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