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embruna@ufl.edu
Diretoria Científica, FAPESP

RE: Processo 05/54782-3 (student: Cristiane Follmann Jurinitz)
12 December 2008

To whom it may concern, 

As co-advisor for doctoral student Cristiane Follmann Jurinitz, I write in support of renewing the doctoral fellowship of Ms. Follmann Jurinitz for an additional 12 months to ensure that her studies are of the higherst quality. 

Research in population dynamics – particularly for tropical tree species – require rigorous, multi-year field studies.  As such, we have adjusted the calendar for field work and data analysis to ensure that Cris captures the patterns of inter-annual variation that is so essential in estimating and elucidating population growth rates.  Extending her fellowship is also critical to allow her the opportunity to visit my lab at the University of Florida from August-December 2009.   While at UF, Cris will be working with me to learn the advanced techniques in matrix modeling and demographic analysis that she will use to complete her thesis.  My lab currently has one postdoctoral researcher and three graduate students studying tropical plant demography; Cris’ time at UF will not only enhance her skills in these topics but will also provide a unique opportunity for my students to collaborate with someone who has similar interests in demographic modeling and population dynamics. Cris will also benefit from the exposure to temperate ecosystems, participation in our seminars and reading groups, and the opportunity to take classes here at UF. While here she will have all the resources needed to complete her thesis, including access to the UF library, supplies, computer support, and an office.
I closing, I would like to emphasize that Cris’ visit to UF is also an opportunity to strengthen the ties between the Brazilian and US academic communities, and I have no doubt it will result in new opportunities for collaboration between the University of Florida and the University of São Paulo.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any additional questions.


Best regards,
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Emilio M. Bruna, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Department of Wildlife Ecology &

Center for Latin American Studies
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