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March XX th, 2012
Dear Dr. Ir. Lourens Poorter,

My name is Juliana Lopes Vendrami. I am a Masters student in the Department of Ecology, Institute of Biosciences, University of São Paulo (Brazil), under the guidance of Professor Dr. Alexandre Adalardo de Oliveira (http://ecologia.ib.usp.br/labtrop/doku.php?id=labtrop:labtrop:eng).
We are developing a project to study the structure of a plant community in two different soil conditions (flooded and not flooded) through functional traits and ecological strategies. We are interested in assessing if the diversity of ecological strategies is related to the intensity of the abiotic conditions. This study is being conducted at a 10-ha CTFS plot in a restinga forest in Ilha do Cardoso, Brazil (http://www.ctfs.si.edu/site/Ilha+do+Cardoso). 

Considering your research profile and the fact that you are one of the references in studies on functional diversity, we would like to invite you to participate in my monitoring committee. These committees are consisted of three meetings throughout the master program with the supervisor professor and two other researchers, with the following objectives: assist the project planning, identify and solve problems; provide learning experiences and helping for the dissertation results in quality publications. The meetings can be done through video conferencing.

We would be delighted if you agree to add your knowledge as well as your experiences in our project so that it becomes a far more enriched experience for my advancement in the field.
Thank you for your attention. Please feel free to contact us with any questions.
Juliana Lopes Vendrami & Alexandre Adalardo de Oliveira

